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of a pregnant woman for routine examination, Fig. 1, must neces¬ 
sitate some considerable ability of orientation on the part of the 
examiner. Chloroform, favored by the authors in labor with cardiac 
disease, is not the anesthetic of unanimous choice among American 
obstetricians, who also do not wholly agree with the authors as 
to the value of routine vaginal douching after normal labors. 

Apart from these criticisms the book will be found to be fairly 
descriptive, and certain to be a practical and valuable aid to every 
practitioner of obstetrics. P. F. W. 


The Newer Physiology in Surgical and General Practice. 
By A. Kexdle Short, M.D., B.S., B.Sc. (Lond.), F.R.C.S., Hun¬ 
terian Professor, Royal College of Surgeons, etc. Third edition; 
pp. 25G. New York: William Wood & Co., 1015. 

This book is an interesting collection of the most recent work 
hearing upon problems in physiology of direct practical importance 
to the physician and surgeon. The light of modern research is 
utilized to explain many of the phenomena met with in common 
practice. Among the most important questions discussed are the 
relation of vitamincs to the occurrence of nutritional disturbances, 
such as beri-hcri, scurvy, and rickets; surgical shock; the growth 
of bone; ductless glands; clinical physiology of the alimentary 
canal; the hemorrhagic diathesis; acidosis and diabetes; nerve 
regeneration. 

In many of the conditions discussed, fallacies arc exposed by the 
ray of science and valuable suggestions for rational treatment 
given. Thus the book is not only of interest in the abstract, but 
should be a direct practical aid to the practitioner in his daily 
work. R. II. I. 


Painless Childbirth. By Marguerite Tracy and Mary 
Bora. Pp. 31G; in illustrations. New York: F. A. Stokes 
Company, 1915. 

The recent sensational exploitation of twilight sleep by means 
of department-store lectures and feature articles in the popular 
monthly magazines has been followed by its presentation in book 
form. The title suggests the Utopian dream of the gravid woman. 
In a more or less haphazard manner the authors have combined 
references to foreign and American medical literature, remarks 
and abstracts of discussions on the topic and narratives of personal 
experiences with the method by several women. Much space 
is given to a description of the maternity clinic at Freiburg, and 
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one wanders tlirongli many pages in following the development 
of the Dammerschlaf. The last third of the book consists of trans¬ 
lations of articles by Kroenig and Gauss on this method of anal¬ 
gesia-amnesia in parturition. The illustrations serve no purpose, 
portraying, for the most part, a healthy looking set of infants and 
children. The book can hardly be recommenced as a scientific, 
impartial, or convincing presentation of the subject. P. F. W. 


Text-book of Local Anesthesia. By D. George Hirsciiel, 

Assistant in Heidelberg Clinic. Pp. 1S1; 103 illustrations. 

London: 'William AYood & Co. 

The author has endeavored to write a comprehensive treatise 
on the subject of local anesthesia. lie has, according to his own 
statement, attempted to sift out the chaff and retain the wheat. 
This he lias accomplished, in the reviewer’s opinion, too well. He 
treats fully and well the anatomical features, and the work is replete 
with many excellent anatomical and applied surgical cuts, with a 
special reference to the nervous anatomy and the regions supplied 
by each group.' 

The technique of administration, the actual area to be anesthe¬ 
tized, and the extent of the uses of the method arc all fully laid 
down. 

All of us know that novocain plus some adrenal extract is the 
best drug on the market for local anesthesia, but there are also 
other very useful drugs, which the author either mentions once or 
not at all, a mistake of his to term his work one on “local anesthesia” 
and not, “novocain” anesthesia. E. L. E. 


Causes and Cures ok Crime. By Thomas Speed Mosby, 

Member of the American Bar. Pp. 353; 26 illustrations. St. 

Louis: C. V. Mosby Co. 

This is a very interesting book. The author attempts to treat 
in a popular style the causes and cures of crime. Naturally such a 
large subject can only be discussed in a sketchy manner in such a 
short book as this, yet it is so well done, that the reader gains an 
excellent idea of the subject. 

The author throughout takes the point of view that the whole 
question is medical and not legal. In giving the various causes for 
crime, lie first takes up the question of seasons and develops the 
interesting fact that hot weather seems to have an effect chiefly 



